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New York—A weird series of incidents is bringing
into focus the question of the CIA’s relation to the
booming Indochina traffic in heroin and the opium
from which it is made. _ -

Ramparls magazine hos published a study of the
drug trade in Indechina, pulling tozether many de-
tails of the widely but only vaguely known story and
making a -series of specific charges against Lop Souih
Vietnamese, Laotian and Thai officials. Iurtier,
Ramparts charged that it is CIA operations and
subsidics in the area which have made possisle the
big increase in the supply of heroin from Indochina.

Sen, George McGovern (D-N.D.) wrote a leiter 1o
CIA Director Richard Helms on April 13 asking six
. Questions about it. One inquired whether the opium
production in Laos was conducted with the knowl-
edge of CIA officials, particularly around the CIA’S
secret army base at Long Cheng in Laos, and if the
effect of CIA operations is to “protect the supplies
(of oplum) and facilitate their movement.” ;

On April 29, CIA legislative counsel Jack
Maury called on McGovern o give oral answars to
the questions. He referred to a sheaf of legal-size
papers for his information, indicaling that the CIA
has made a new investigation, but he didn't give
McGovern the papers. He denied some of the charges,
but said the CIA has been trying to convince the
local people not to be in the drug fralfic, which
obviously implies that the CIA knows about it.
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in Washington. The star happened {5 e Allen Gins-
terg, the tousle-haired mystic poet, % aey met af a
reeention belore the poectiry readin:, and Ginsberg
tool after Helms for what he says i CIA support of
the dope trade.

The poet has becn investigating o.ug traiile for
seven years, aad he has on the iip d. 1is tongue a ot
ol precise names and places and iaves. For one
tning, he said, Long Cheng is a cautral collecting
market for the opium flowing from ncrihern Burma,
noriheastern Thailand and Laos (thie fertile friangle)
down Into Vietnam and Banghok and out around the
world back to the United States.

Helms said it wasn’t true, so Ginsberg said
“T'll make you a wager.,” i{ he lost, Ginsberg
vromised to give Helms his “v.jiz” which he
describes as *a Buddhist-Hindu xitual implement
of brass symbolizing the lightning-bult doctrine of

- sudden. ilumination.” Helms was o meditate’ one
hour a day for the rest of his life if he Joss.
- Some time later, Ginsberg sent 2olms a clip-
ping from the TFar East ITconomic Heview saying
that a number of correspondents who sneaked into
Long Cheng over the years saw raw opium openly
piled up for sale in 1he market there, in full view of
CIA armed agents.-He also sent a nofe offering
Helms suggestions about how to keep a straight back
while mcditating, the best sitting perition and proper
breathing,
. He has had no acknowledgemen: from the CIA

McGovern’s query _wasq't, the first 1&8 ae 4 : aneor toward b
: _R?‘pqt;; GeRO003000600 15 Fnt o toward him.
- Helms on&ﬂp{&)j@d"@{' ﬁﬁl%ﬂ%? g@ﬂﬂ ﬁb“"“A t is terri %y important to get him iito an improved

his wife to an evening event at the Corcoran Gallery
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mind:consciousness, Anything ihat might help save



Approved For Release 2001/08/30 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000300060015-7

fhe world situalion would be sheer ITari ISrishia
magic. The hard-headed people have broughi us io
stich an apocalyptic mess.”

Helms says that he has received no nole rom
Ginsberg, and only vaguely remembers the bet e
cailed the charges ‘vicious” ‘“silly,” “sicicu-

- lous.” He told me: “fhicre is no evidence over ihe
years that any of these people were involved in any
significant way. Almost all tihe opium grown v..0 ¢ is
in Comnwmst controlled areas, Pathet Lao aren

I asked about Tnmlan(‘, and he said “I don's
Lontnol northern Thailand. I don’t control the "mvm
Laotian government; it’'s an independent couniry”
(whose nntxonal budﬂet and army are subsicized by

the United Slates). “I don’t know why you wané .
to lay all this on the poor old CIA.

“We aré not involved in the drusz irafiic in
Laos or anywhere clse. There is no evidence at ail.

To have cvidence you’d have to get somebedy in my
office and have him say yes, I ran drugs wiil your
“approval.” .

At another point, he said “Opium’s bno* in
that part of the world for centuries,” ancd “mios
drugs in the United Stlales come 1rom Turkey.
He said he didn’t know anything about a UN re-
port that 70-80 per cent of the world’s supply comes
from Southecast Asia. And at another point he said
“that part of the comtr/ (Laos) is Joaded wiih
opium, It’s all over the area.’

. Maury, he said, had told McGovainn thal
“it's all rot. It's not irue” ZLater, Maury iold
me that he couldn’t say anything about his talk with
McGoverit and that a writlen report which he hos
promised to give the scnator “won’t be avaii-
able to you or anybody else for publication.”

Meanwhile, the rate of heroin addiction among
GIs in Vietnam is soaring dramatically, md drug
continue to. pour mto the Umted Statcs he m')u

_ cations will be discussed ‘in my colu'rn that Wik
- appear tomorrow. e . N
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T QUISTION CF CIA AND DRUGS
Y iore Lewis
NEW YORK--Richard Helms, dircctor of She CIA, is evidently much upsct av char3is that
the CIA is involved in The flourishing drug tratfic In Indochina, waich 5 making
& very suosianulal contrivution to addicuion among Americans.
- Helws says flatly that the CTA is "zot involved in the drug orade CoyWhETE in

$ne world." In the litersl, organizational sEnst, he is probably riuat, zithough
aimost any ex~-CIA men will testify that the 21e1& dogsn't always teil tual home office
ﬁvaryﬁhing it knows. Tharé is a tendsncy “o protect headgquarters IIom o rrassing |
“insights and information.

Certainly, Helms is right when he says that drug control is not tad C'“‘
rzsponsiblllty. Bub two facts are incscapable.

‘1=-Drugs arc leW1ng into Vlatnam and out of Indochina into the world undergrouad
network in dramaﬁically inercasing cuantity. Not only is +here & Tear.ul grouth in
the amount of opium productd and exported from Southeast Asia. Alongsice the ftraditiona
opiun trade, heroin is being produced there nov., This is new. The proof that it is
tyue is the ready aveilability of heroin to GIs- in Vietnam. ThEiy powier doeesn't
_comeiall the way from Turikey or Francag
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Yage Tuo . . o THE PIORL LoWIS COLUMN & o o Turkzy or Iranci.

Whiles the standard American govirnamcumt 0ositlon is that.TurkEy is vhe main

spurce of the heroin reacking the United States, there is gvery rLason oo guestio
whether this remalns trus.'ThE United Nations Commission on Narcotic Drags has saig
that 80% of the world's opium, from waich hzroin is produced, comes *ryA Southeast
Asia. . Alexander Messing, a U.¥. narcovics Expert, says that ey {th; sunply ol
opigm from) Turkey were shut down overnight, there is stili so much of Wiz stulf arouad
that it would hardly maxe a differencz.”

24nTﬁE CIA provides virtually all <he transportation,.ths arms . &ad much of The

money on which the people gaged in the Southeast Asia drug trade dedia to KIEP

going. The CIA isn't therc bccausg of the drug traffic. As Hilms says, it does not

l-J'A

in any vay offlclally condone the Lraf‘ But official CIA opsra ions aoveE made
much casicr for the trade to prosper in sscurilty.

- Partly, this is because the mala producers of Qpium are the hiil sribes in Izos
and northeastern Thailand. Many are the Mzo people, on whom the CLA rei.es for 1ls
®elandestine army™ in laos. :Opium is their ong cash crop, The CIA ugeds the good wili
of the Meos. It docs not go out of its way to offend then.

Partly, this is bicause the very nature of CIA operations in Sovtacast
Asia reEquires the co-oparatlon of hiza iocal officials, daredevils, advZnbturers.

Often those who are corrupt co-opsratz ail whe moré willingly, sinee it lacilitates
their illicit enterprises. The CIA doesn't support what they do oa ths side, but it
‘does support them.

While the extent of the trede is new, the trade itself and corription have
been poing on in that area for a very long time. The CIA didn't start it. It went in
for another reason, to fight the Communists, and its leaders felt of recessity that
theyr had to work with the people and the situation which they fgund,
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Page Three . . . THD FPLOA LIWIS COLUMN . . o Uhey Found.
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That is the "sophisticated, gfficient
Yasis of CIA operations in the area from the start. IT szems to make sznse. You can't
e too choosy about your fricnds in <he Jacc of entmies., That is why rany American
officials who have been awarc o Thi situation have said notning.

It is probably why Jack Maury, CIA legislative counsel, said thi.i reporys the
CIA has made on the subject will "not be available for publication,” wiviouga it dot.
not segem ?Easonabla that the U.S. govermmenc must keep secret from I1T. DIOPLE vhat =%
learns abdut an acknowladgsd'naz onal Enfmy--nEroln.

But it is a view which doEs not acceph but conceals rzality, <« viiw waickh nas

come to haym the United Statcs more than it serves intended natioral juvposgs. i
is the view which made ... My Z&i  possibig, and made the ilong ignorauca or iy lai
possible, and which made it possible Jor many Americans 1o sympathize vich D6, Ca;;;y
whsn4hz was singled out for punishment.

It is a view which says that bad things art bound to happin in wertime, and s.uck
WE are at war Ve must sacrifice many = things including ow scruples end our reEvuision
to drugs. MEn have aivays leﬁ obiiged to choost among lesser evils. It is the
human condition.

The central question, then, must bz which is the lesser evii. Wiet is it that we
arc doing in Indochina which justifies what we afs doing to ourselves, specifically in
this instance, what we are doing to promote. heroin
addiction? What is the value of the CIA operations in Iaos and Thailand which so
outweighs the Evil of the drug traffic which has proliferated as an uaintended result?

What is the value of a war, & crusade to give South Vietnamese "a chance” as
President Nixon says, against so much death and misery and degradation, in the
‘Uhitzd Statss‘as well as in Indochina?

Tt is time to take . another reading of the scalzs; Sacrifice caanot EE &
‘principlz; it nmust be for a priaciple. The problem isn't whether to dlame the CIA

for the drug traffic. The problem is whether to continue endorsing waah the CIA
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